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In the + Name of Jesus

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Our

text is the Holy Gospel recorded in the sixth chapter of John.

Over the last month, we have become familiar with the theme of Jesus’ words in John, chapter 6—that

he is the bread of life that came down from heaven.  We have also heard the reaction of those who

would not believe and had no desire to follow him.  And today we learn the unpleasant truth that even

some of those who were disciples would no longer readily receive the Lord’s teaching.

Yet listen to the Lord’s reply to those who considered his teaching to be a hard saying and would not

listen to it, and listen well: Jesus replied Do you take offense at this?  The words that I have spoken to

you are spirit and life.  But there are some of you that do not believe.  Then, when some of the disciples

went away and walked with Jesus no longer, he turned to the twelve, his inner circle, and asked them,

Do you also wish to go away?

So, what is the point of all this?  Well, dear friends, Jesus is telling you quite clearly that his words are

spirit and life—that they are the saving truth—and yet not everyone is going to believe.  In fact, even

some Christians will finally depart from the Lord because they do not accept his word.

And why will some not receive the Lord Jesus?  Because the Gospel of Christ and his cross continue to

be foolishness to those who will perish!  Quite frankly, you don’t need me to tell you this from the

pulpit—you already know full well that not everyone who hears the Good News of Christ and him

crucified is going to believe.  But the situation becomes a little more dicey when your Lord asks you

whether you, too, are going to depart from him!  Now, I do not speak these words to you in order to

rattle your  faith and lead you  to doubt your salvation.  Not at all.   But as your  pastor,  I  have the

responsibility  of  preaching  the  pure  Word  of  God to  you,  and  in  turn  warning  you  against  false

teaching.   And the  abundance  of  false  teaching  in  our  culture  and  popular  American  Christianity

nurture the doubt that already comes forth from our sinful hearts by nature.

Allow me to substantiate the claims I make before you today.  Jesus has told you, from just this one

chapter in the Gospel of John, that he is the bread of life that came down from heaven.  Whoever eats

his flesh and drinks his blood, that is, whoever embraces him in true, saving faith, which is God’s gift,

will live forever.  Conversely, whoever does not, has no life in him.  And not only this, but also that he

alone is the source of life and being.  He came to give you the living bread, not just bread to feed your

stomachs.  Thus, the whole purpose of Christ, the eternal Son of God, becoming man in his incarnation,

was for the eternal benefit of your souls—that by grace through faith in Christ Jesus, you would be

justified—declared righteous before God and seen as holy and blameless in his sight.  Not on account

of your own works, but because of Christ’s full atonement for the sins of the whole world, you have the

promise of forgiveness.
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Is this what is taught in popular Christianity?  Is this the focus of Christian radio?  Is this the position

taken by the bestsellers among Christian books?  Sadly, no.  These venues do not focus upon Christ’s

work on behalf of sinful humanity, but instead point to his example and teachings as the model for

Christian living.  Now, such things do have this good purpose—Scripture declares that Christ indeed is

our  example,  but  these  things  are  not  to  be  placed  front  and  center  ahead  of  Jesus’  death  and

resurrection.  Their focus is the Law, not the Gospel.

Dear  friends,  you  will  not  go to  heaven by doing your  best  at  keeping the 10 commandments,  or

because you read through the Bible every year, or because you have surrendered your life to Christ and

made a decision to accept him.  Jesus said that it is he who saves and does all the work.  Yet our fallen,

sinful hearts continue to respond,  This is a hard saying.  Who can listen to it?  And even when we

know Jesus to be the bread of life, we still ask with those whom he taught,  What must we do to be

doing the works of God?  Your own deeds are as filthy rags in the sight of God—they count for nothing

toward your salvation.  Woe to the soul who is deceived into believing that they can achieve God’s

favor.  There is no one righteous—no, not one.  Even the most outgoing and pious Christian is a soul

that of itself is justly condemnable by the Law of God.  Nonetheless, we continually revert to our deeds

rather than cast ourselves down at the foot of the cross.  We want to be told we’re doing a good job.

We desire praise and acclamation.

And besides, isn’t the Bible to be our rule book for Christian living?  Didn’t Paul just give us Law in

the epistle text from Ephesians?  Isn’t  that part  and parcel  of the Christian life—to live in a God-

pleasing way and do good works?  Yes, but why are we even able to live a God-pleasing life, knowing

that we’re still sinners?  How is it that Paul can admonish sinful husbands and wives to love and honor

one another without wasting his breath?  He can do so because he doesn’t start giving instruction for

Christian living until after he’s already proclaimed the Gospel of the forgiveness of sins in the first

three chapters of that epistle.  Take a closer look sometime at all of Paul’s epistles.  You’ll notice that

his practical wisdom for the Christian life is found in later chapters of the books—they are the result of

and the natural Christian response to the salvation that is proclaimed in the earlier chapters.

I noted a few moments ago that you are saved by grace through faith.  That is a quote from Ephesians,

chapter 2.  Our epistle reading containing instructions for Christian husbands and wives is from chapter

5.   Notice the order there.   Ethical  and behavioral  instruction comes after the proclamation of the

Gospel.  For you cannot live a holy, sanctified life until God declares you holy from the beginning!

Paul himself makes all spousal love and honor an illustration of the love that Christ Jesus has already

shown the church.  He gave himself up for her, sanctified her, and cleansed her in the washing of the

water with the word, that she might be holy and without blemish.  The church, who is the bride of

Christ, does not present herself pure and holy to her bridegroom.  Scripture is clear that Christ does it

all because he alone is holy.  Without saving faith, even the works that are good in the eyes of men are

sinful and displeasing in the eyes of God.

After Jesus spoke to his followers and said that not all will believe, some of them drew back and

walked with him no more.  And here Jesus reacted in a way that is often ignored in our modern day—

he let them go.  And this shows the second point of Jesus’ words.  The first was that not all will believe

and that not everyone will even remain in the faith, and now we see that God accepts this.  The Lord

knows that some will remain hardened against the Christ, the Son of the living God, and that many will

even depart from him.
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To our modern sensibilities, the idea that God would let someone go does not speak well of a God who

is love.  How could a loving God consign anyone to condemnation?  I would remind you here that God

is not only loving, but he also just.  He does not force his love upon anyone.  Putting unbelievers in

heaven, in the presence of God when that is not what they desired would be entirely unjust.  Judas, who

betrayed our Lord and committed suicide, is said in Scripture to have gone to his own place, having

received his reward.  Did Judas go to hell because he did a bad thing and sinned?  No.  He went to hell

and was separated from God because in the end he did not trust in Jesus’ promise to forgive all sins,

even his own betrayal of his Master.

God does not force anyone to believe in him, and when his word is rejected, he does not change it to

suit one’s felt needs.   Notice that when some of the disciples said they had difficulty believing his

word, Jesus simply asked do you take offense at this?  And then he allowed them to depart.  Jesus did

not apologize for who he is and what he came to do and then retract everything that he taught just

because some people couldn’t swallow it.  He told them the truth, and allowed those who would not

receive it  to depart.  He didn’t go running after them, seeking their input on how to do better and

wanting to know what it would take to keep them.

We would do well in our day to observe how Jesus dealt with people.  He loved them more than we

could ever love another as sinners, and yet he also remained faithful to his word.  There are those who

tell  us  that  we’re  not  a  healthy church  unless  we experience  numerical  growth,  or  have  a certain

percentage of young people.  And if we have a decline in numbers, then we’re doing something wrong

and we need to make changes; people are leaving—we need to offer more programs or have more

exciting and dynamic worship services, or at least more variety.

But dear Christians, to insist on such things is to deny what you have heard from the lips of Jesus

Christ himself this morning!  He said the words I have spoken to you are spirit and life!   It is the word

of Christ that gives life.  It is this word that the Holy Spirit uses to create saving faith in one’s heart.  It

is the word that is to be preached throughout the world, and it is the word that is to be in the mouths of

the faithful without ceasing.  And since it is the word that has the power to create faith and save the

soul, it is to be our focus as a Christian congregation--both in our teaching and our worship.

The word is to be proclaimed as it was delivered to us in the Scriptures.  It is for all men of all times,

and it is unchanging.  It is the word of life, and we dare not tamper with the word to accommodate our

cultural sensibilities or for the opinion of society.  Jesus himself did not convert everyone he preached

to, but he remained faithful and true, as must we, come what may.

As  we  gather  this  rally  Sunday  for  another  year  of  Sunday  school  and  Bible  classes,  youth

confirmation, and Noah’s Ark Preschool, let us take this opportunity for a reminder and refresher of our

purpose here out Our Redeemer and our focus on the task at hand.  And there is no better mission

statement, if you will, than that of the Apostle Paul, who said  I profess to know nothing among you

except Christ and him crucified.  Therefore, you will hear one thing, and one thing alone from this

pulpit, and that is the crucified and risen Christ.  The hymns that are sung will proclaim the Gospel

truth that, though we are sinners, Christ died for us.  Bible classes and youth catechesis will point to the

cross of Christ Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, and make application for living in an increasingly

hostile world.

3



And finally,  I  would admonish everyone here to avail  yourselves  of  God’s  gifts  at  every possible

opportunity—to confess your sins and receive absolution, to hear of Christ and him crucified, and to

receive his body and blood in the Sacrament every Lord’s Day, that you would continually be renewed

and strengthened against the power of sin, death, and the devil.  Be fed by your Good Shepherd, who

protects you against the wolves who mean to harm you.  Both in times of joy and of sorrow, in sickness

and in health, in season and out of season, look to Christ Jesus and to Christ Jesus alone, asking with

Peter, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  In the + Name of the Father and

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds through faith in Christ

Jesus unto life everlasting.  Amen.
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